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BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 2).

Assembly’s Message,

Message from the Assembly received and
read, notifying that it had agreed to the
amendments made by the Council.

BILL—LOTTERIES (CONTROL) ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 2).

Assembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received and
read, notifying that it no longer disagreed
with the amendments insisted upon by
the Council.

House adjonrned at 2.20 a.m. (Wednesday).
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at
p.m., and read prayers.
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QUESTION—ROAD DISTRICTS ACT,
DISCOUNT ON RATES.

Mr. HAWKE asked the Minister for
Works: Will he give consideration to the
advisableness of amending Section 234 of
the Road Distriets Aet with the ohject of
increasing the period over which road boards
may grant a disecount on rates paid to them?

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
Section 36 of Act No. 35 of 1932 provides
that disconnt may be allowed in respect of
rates that may be paid before the 30th Sep-
tember, and, in special circumsianees, up to
the 31st October in each year. I de not pro-
post further to amend it.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Lieut.-Governor received
and read notifying assent to the under-men-
tioned Bills:—

1, Forests Act Amendment,

2, Metropolitan Whole Milk Act Awmend-

ment.

3, Land Tax and Income Tax.

MOTION—STANDING ORDERS
SUSPENSION.

THE PREMIER {Hon.
Boulder}) [4.35]: I move—

That for the remainder of the session the
Standing Orders be suspended so far as to
enable Bills introduced without notice to be
passed through their rcmaining stages in one
day, and all messages from the Legislative
Council to be taken into eonsideration on the
day they are received.

P. Collier—

This is the motion that is wsually moved at
this stage of the session. In fact
Mr. Latham: It is a bit late,

The PREMIER: Yes; it is generally
moved two or three weeks before the end
of the session. 1f it is intended to close
the proceedings of Parliament during the
present week, it will be neeessary to deal
with wmessages from the Legislative Council
on the day they are reeeived, and also to
pass Bills through ail stages on the one day.
I give mnembers an assurance that any new
Bills that will he introdueed will be given
due consideration. It is necessary to have
this power. In another place the Standing
Orders have been suspended for the last
Lortnight.

MR, LATHAM (York) [£3G]: I have
no objection to the motion but 1 hope the
Premier will not introduce any new Bills, I
understand there will be some legislation
from another place, but if auy new Bills are
to be hrought forward, I hope they will not
be of a controversial nature, otherwise we
shall not get through in the time svgeested
by the Premier,
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The Premier: There wili be none that I
know of, but there will he messages from
another place,

Mr. SPEAKER: 7T have counted the
House and there is an absolote majority
present.

Question put and passed.

BILL—TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT.

Introdueed by the Minister for Works
amd read a first time.

Second Readina,

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
A. MeCallum—South Fremantle) [4.37] in
moving the seeond reading said: This is
purely a fornal Bill and provides for the
continuance of Section 10A of the Act unti
the 30th June next. As soon as the State
Transport Co-ordination Bill becomes law,
it will supersede this provision, which nor-
mally would expire at the end of the month.
The Bill provides for Section 10A to be
operative o the end of June rext.  The
Transport Bill will be operative as from the
1st .July and after that date there will be
no neecessity for the provision dealt with
by the Bill.

Mr. Stubbs: Do you think another place
will have finished dealing with the Transport
Bill by that time%

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: He
would he a courageous man who would pro-
phesy about anything in these days, but
that is what the Bill provides for. T move—

That the Bill be now read n second time.

MR. LATHAM (York) [4.39] There is
only one danger and that is in the faet that
the Minister is taking a risk. T think it
woulid have heen far better had the Rill pro-
vided for the eontinnance of Section 10A of
the Traffic Act to the end of the year, with
provision [or it to cease by proclamation
any time after the 30th June next, T am
glad the Minister has confidence regarding
the Transport Bill being passed, but the
progress with it in another place is slow.
I will not raise any ohjection to the Bill,
but in the interests of those who are admin-
istering the Traffic Act. T do not think we
can afford to take the risk that the Minister
suggests. [Towever, that is the responsi-
Liliiv of the Government and not of the
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Opposition, so T will not pursue that point
further. I merely draw attention to a pos-
sible difficulty.

Mr. Sleeman: You must know something.
Mr. LATHAM: XNo, I do not.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second fime.

Remaining Siages.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted fo the
Couneil.

BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY ACT
AMENDMENT,

Third Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
A, MeCallum—South Fremantle) [4.41] in
moving the third reading said: The figures
that Cabinet had before them when appro-
val was given to the introduetion of the Bill
have been checked in the meantime, and I
believe we now have estimates as correet
as it is possible for them to be furnished.
Regarding the complaint made by the Leader
of the Opposition that information was not
tornished by the Government when the Bill
wag previously before the House, T do not
think the eomment was altogether justified
coming from the source it did, because fre-
quently, when we sat in Opposition, we were
left without vital information, particularly
with regard to the finances of the State.

Mr. Ferguson: The Leader of the Qppo-
sition did nof withhold information.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It was
denied by the Goveroment with which the
hon, member was associated, although the
information was such that wmembers and
the country should have had.

Mr. Latham: 1 do not know of any such
information that was withheld.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: I would
instance the legislation under which the
Finance and Development Board was set
up.  An indebtedness of £700,000 was in-
curred under that heading, but neither Par-
liament, the Press nor yet the people knew
anything about it. That information was
unknown until the Premier unearthed it
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after we had taken oflice comparatively re-
cently.

Mr. Doney: Had yon asked for it and
had the information been refused?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: During
the last election the Premier made the state-
ment time after time that the Act was in-
operative and that no money had been hor-
rowed under its provisions. He also made
the statement in the Fastern States, and
those statements were never contradicted by
former members of the Mitchell Govern-
ment. Only when the Premier made the
statement on the floor of the Honse com-
paratively recently did the people know any-
thing of the faet that £700,000 had heen
spent under that legislation.

Mr. Doney: That i rather different from
being denied information on the fivor of the
House.

The MINISTER FOR WORIKS: That in-
formation was not supplied to us.

Mr, Latham: I think that is the only in-
stance you can quote.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Tt was
an important matter.

The Minister for Lands: You told us that
you had got through on a eertain amount
of loan funds and we found ont that
£700,000 extra had heen expended.

Mr. Patrick: That is what we were told.

The MINISTER FOR WORIKS: I have
given the facts. Seo far as can he estimated
at the moment, the Bill now before the
House involves an additional expenditure of
£72,000. The provision that enabled the gold-
fields wages and =alaried workers fo bhe
brongbt info the same relationship to the
basie wage there as their co-workers on the
coast enjoy with respect to the basic wage
here, means that, over a period of two
years, the adjustment will cost ns a little
over £20,000, so that under these two head-
ings the Government will be involved in a
eost, arising out of their decision to deal
with those two phases, of something over
£02,000. The provision regarding the gold-
fields workers will operate over a period of
eight months, and under the Bill a period
of six months will be covered. It is esfi-
mated that, on that basis, the cost will be
£30,000 to the end of June mext. That
does not include the cost of the adjustment
of anomalies that will ocenr particularly
with regard to the horder-line cases, nor vet
for the adjustment in connection with pen-
sion cases that we undertook to have inves.

[ASSEMBLY ]

tigated and to grant relief where we thought
it desirable. It is hard to estimate what
the cost under the last two headings will
amount to, but it is thought in all probability
by the time the whole position is straight-
ened out, the Government will be involved
in a eost between £110,000 and £115,000 per
anmum. e had this in mind from the out-
set, and the Treasurer anticipates being able
to live within the deficit estimated when he
presented the Budget. The figures may
prove to he a little out one way or the other,
but they have been investigated from many
angles, and they are as correct as it is pos-
sible to get them at this juncture. I move—
That the Bill he now read a third time.

MR. LATHAM (York} [4.46]: I could
not quite follow the Minister when he said
that the previcus Government had withheld
information. I know of no instance of
their having withheld information. Re-
garding the Finance and Development
Board Act, I think members were perfectly
aware of the intention of the Premier of
the day to borrow money for capital for
the Agricultural Bank and to assist far-
mers. I believe the whole of the money
raised was used for that purpose. I know
of no instance of the monev so Taiseld
having been used for other purposes.

The Premier: To the extent that it was
used for the Agricultural Bank, it relievedl
ordinary loan funds.

Mr. LATHAM: Tt consisied of short-
dated loans. A sum of £300,000 was bor-
rowed, and I helieve £250,000 was repay-
able in 12 months and £250,000 at the end
of the seeond year. I presume that the re-
payments were made.

The Premier: No, they were not.

Mr. LATHAM: Some of the money was
probably repaid.

The Minister for Juskiee: Where would
you have got the money?

The Premier: It is still there an eall.

Mr. LATHAM: Tt is satisfaetory to
know that the money is still on call. Tt
shows the confidence that the Common-
wealth Bank had in the Government nf
the day. T do not know of any other money
that was bhorrowed under that authority,
and T know that the money borrowed was
used to assist farmers.

The Minister for Lands: Yon know that
the Government of the day were boasting
that they got through on only a certain
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amount of lean funds, and no reference was
made to the £700,000 borrowed under the
Finanece and Developmen{ Board Aect,
which amount relieved loan funds.

Mr. LATHAM: Spread over threg years,
the total did uyot amount to much, and I
am not sure that it was not taken into ac-
count.

The Minister for Lands: No, it was not.

Mr, LATHAM: I am glad to have that
information.

The Premier: You had £700000 of loan
money more than the published figures in-
dicated.

Mr. LATHAM: It represented £230,000
a year, and T presume it was made avail-
able to the farmers by way of additional
advances. When the present Government
finish their term, I hope their figures will
prove as accurate as did those of the
previous Government. It is too near Christ-
max and would be inadvisable to revive
matters of the kind of which we know,
but we eould show where a mistake of
a paltry couple of millions was made in
the financial statement.

The Minister for Lands:
that?

Mr. LATHAM: What is the use of look-
g back? Our object should be to ensure
thai a similar mistake does not oceur again.

Mr. Raphael: You would not like us
to rake up something against voun.

Mr. LATHAM: T presume that portion
of the £115,000 will come from loan funds,
I do not know how much will come from
revenune, but the Treasurer will be asked
to find a fairly farge sum, especially when
we consider what has already heen pro-
vided for. Such money as is chargeable to
loan can be provided for. Apparently less
work will be done for the amount of money
expended, It will be fairly difficult, how-
ever. to provide the nuota from revenne,
and a fair amount of the money for those
salaries will come from revenue. That is
why T asked the Premier the other night
whether he proposed fo bring down sup-
plementary estimates and provide for the
additional amount. I suppose that at pre-
sent the Covernment are unnable to sav
how much of the £115,000 will he from
loan and how much from revenue.

The Minister for Railways: The £115,000
i# on an annnal basis, and does not repre-
sent. the expenditure for the halance of the
finaneial vear.

Where was

The Minister for Works:
£50,000 to the end of June.

Mr. LATHAM: I am pleased to bave
that information. Ii is much more satis-
factory to us to have the information than
to have a Bill merely thrown at us and to
be told we must accept it. A little candid
information allays any suspicion by the Op-
position, and creates a good impression out-
side the House. While the Minister has not
told me all T wanted to know, T am glad he
has given some information of what is pro-
posed.

It will be

Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time and transmitted
to the Conneil.

BILL—LEGAL PRACTITIONERS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Remaining Stages,
Report of Committee adopted.

Read o third time and transmitted to the
Conneil,

BILL—FIRE BRIGADES ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Council’s Message.

Message from the Council received and
read nofifving that it insisted on amendments
Nos. 2 and 3 to which the Assembly had dis-
agreed and proposed an alternative amend-
ment to Nos. 4 and 5 in which it desired the
coneurrence of the Assembly. Tt did not
insist on amendment No. 7 conditionally on
the concurrence of the Assembly in the pro-
posed alternative amendment.

BILL—CONSTITUTION ACTS AMEND-
MENT ACT, 1931, CONTINUANCE.

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—
Boulder) [4.53] in moving the second read-
ing said: The purpose of this small Bill is
to continue for another vear, that is, until
the 31st December. 1934, the operation of
the Constitution Acts Amendment Act, 1931.
That Act was part of the financial emere-
ency legislation imposing redmetion in the
salaries of officers under the Constitution.
As members are aware, the rates of redue-
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tion are the same as are imposed under the
Finaneial Emergency Act, namely—
Not exceeding £250 per annum 18%
Over £250 and not exceedmg £1,000 20%
Over £1,000 . . 2249

The officers affected by the Bill are the
Lieut.-Governor, Private Seeretary Govern-
ment House, Clerk of Exeentive Council,
Chief Justice, Puisne Judges and eight Min-
isters. Consequently I have plessure indeed
in introducing the Bill.

Mr. Latham: We shall have pleasure in
supporting it.

The PREMIER: It gives me pleasure to
contribute my percentage to help see us
through the depression. Those officers were
not included in the Financial Emergency Act.
The salaries of members were included, but
net the allowances to Ministers. The Bill
requires no further explanation and I
move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

Remaining Stages.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Council.

BILL—HPALTH ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 2).

Cauncil’s Amendments.

Sehedule of ten amendments made by the
Council now considered.

In Committec.

Mr. Sleeman in the Chair: the Minister
for Health in charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clause 2.—Delete the words “at
the end thereof,” in line 10, and substitute
the words “after the words ‘section ninety-
three’ in the fifth line of the said section.”

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I pro-
pose to agree to the whole of the amend-
ments.

Mr. Latham: I suppose they originated
with the Government.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: They
originated in the Health Department, where
errors were discovered in the drafting. This
amendment is merely to correct an error.
I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed, the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 2. Clause 8.—Delete the word “add-
ing,” in line 22, and substitute the words
“deleting all the words.”

No. 3. Clause 8.—After the word “pro-
viso,” in line 23, insert the words “and sub-
stituting.”

No. 4. Clause 9.—Delete the number
#(5),” in line 27, and substituie “(4a).”

On motion by the Minister for Health, ihe
foregoing amendments were agreed to.

No. 5. Clanse 31.—Delete the word
“twenty-four,” in line 4 of page 15, and
substitute the word “forty.”

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
Act makes provision for the repayment of
moneys to a local authority if that author-
ity does the actual work of sewering a house.
It also provides for 24 nquarterly payments,
which extend the period for repayment over
six yvears. The Gouncil’s amendment extends
the period to ten vears, hut no longer than
the date of the maturity of the loan itself.
I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Cewuncil’s

amendment agreed to.

No. 6. Clause 40, pavagraph (a).—After
the word “throngh,” in line 16, inservf the
words “or under.”

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I
move—
That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil's

amendmeng agreed to.

No. 7. Clause 40, paragraph (b).—De-
lete the words “by like,” in line 21, and suh-
stitute the word “without.”

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: T am
glad the Council discovered this mistake. The
words “by like” appeared in the clause, as
it is compulsory to give a month’s notice
for the commencement of work entailing
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the running of a sewer through private pro-
perty. The latter part of the clause deals
with the maintenance of the sewer after
completion. Had the clause not been
amended, and had anything happened to
the sewer, a month’s notice would have heen
required before it conld have heen repaired.
I move—

That the amendment be agreed fto.

Question put and passed: the Couneil's
amendment agreed to.

No. 8. Clause 40, paragraph (h).—After
the word “maintain,” in line 22. insert the
words “or repair.”

No. 9. Clause 40, paragraph (c¢).—Add
at the end of the paragraph the following
words:—“There shall be payable to such
owner in addition to any sum eclaimable
under the last-mentioned Act, all loss which
may arise or be consequent upon the exer-
cise by the loeal authority of any of the
powers herein, ineluding the depreeciation (it
any) in the value of the land through or
under whieh any sewer or drain may be
made.”

No. 10. Title—Delete all the words after
the word “to,” in the first line, down to and
including the word “provision,” in the sixth
line, and substitute the words “amend the
Health Aet, 1911-1923, in order.”

On motions by the Minister for Health,
the foregzoing amendments were agreed to,

Resolutions reported, the report adopted,
and a message acecordingly returned to the
Council.

BILL—LOTTERIES (CONTROL)
AMENDMENT BILL (No. 2).

Council’s Messuge.
Message from the Council notifving that
it did not insist on its amendment No. 4, but

insisted on 1ts amendments 3 and 5, to which
the Assembly had disagreed, now considered,

In Commiltee,
Mr. Sleeman in the Chair: the Minister
for Police in charge of the Bill.

No. 3. Clause 4.-—Delete the word “thirty-
six, in line 3. and substitute the word
“thirty-four.”

The MINISTER FOR POLICE: This
deals with the duration of the Aet.  The
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alternative to agreeing to this amendment is
to ask for a conferenece, In the eircum-
stances, we do not eonsider this is a
question on which, at this Iate hour in the
session, and with so much important Govern-
ment business slill to he put through another
place, we should ask for a eonference. It
has been pointed out that the commission
should have a continuity of poliey, seeing
that it has a surplus of between £60,000 and
€70,000 to handle during the year, and that
the departments concerned should also have
an opportunity to look ahead in determin-
ing what finaneial asssistance they reguired.
Another place however, has not seen fit to
fall in with this ides, and insists upon its
amendment. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed: the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

No. 5. New Clouse.—Alter Clause 3, in-
sert a new clause, to stand as Clause }, as
follows . —

Amendment of Seetion 13.

4. Section fifteen of the prineipal Act is
herchy amended by the addition thercto of a
paragraph, as follows:—

(f) A copy of every account furnished by
the Commission to the Minister under para-
graph {d), together with a copy of the certin-
cate of the auditor in regard thercto, shall be
laid before each House of Parlinment within
thirty doys after the receipt of such aceount
and certificate by the Minister, if Parliament
is in session, and, if not, then within thirty
days after the commencement of tho next
session of Parliament.

The MINISTER ¥VOR POLICE : This
amendment is ol no greal importance, and
I do not propose to earry the argument
with another place auy further. I move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Couneil’s
anwendment agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adepted,
and a message accordingly returned lo the
Council.

MOTION—COLLIE COAL.
Use by Government Railways and Utilities.

Debate resnmed from the 18th October
on the following motion by Mr. Wilson
(Collie)—

1, That this House recommends that 100
per cont. of native voal be used on all lines
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of the railway system, with the exception of
the Marble Bar-Port Hedland line, and that
100 per cent. of native eoal be used in other
Government utilities requiring coal.

2, That & board of experts be appointed from
all interests identified with the produmetion,
selling, and using of Collic eoal to determine
the Dbasic standard cquitable value from
every standpoint of the native coal versus the
coal imported from Commonwealth States,
and that sweh standard have currency for 10
years.

3, That in order to aveid importing coal
and to safeguard the Railway Department
from under supplies, roof-covered store dumps
for Coliie coal he constrneted at convenient
depots throughont the State.

4, That the Eailway Department adopt a
scheme wherehy the mixing of the hard and
soft coals ghall show a financial improvement
on the cost of native coal as at present sup-
plied to the department,

3, That the covering with tarpauling of
wagons of coal at the pit’s mouth be
initiated.

6, That the cost of the tarpaulins, cte., be
refunded from the rovalty paid on local eoal.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-
Midland) [5.16]: This is an extraordinary
motion. T do not think the House is com-
petent to direct the Commissioner of Rail-
ways in the general management of the sys-
tem. T moved the adjowrnment of the de-
hate not becaunse T was greatly interested
in the motion, but in order to enable the
Minister for Railwavs fo express his views,
so that one might know the departmental
position. T do not know why the motion
has not been disenssed from the Government
standpoint. To the first paragraph, as to
the utilisation of local eoal, T have no objec-
tion; bhnt to zo further and direct the Gov-
ernment how much of the coal shall be pur-
chased and how ii shall be stored and so
forth is to go bevond the knowledge of the
Chamber as to how those things had best
be done. The mover may be competent to
direct the management of the railways in
these matters, but it would be an exira-
ordinary procedure for the House to accept
his statements without giving the Commis-
sioner of Railways an opportunity to explain
exactly how the motion would operate in
the event of Parliament carrying it.

The Minister for Railways: T gave the
House that information.

Hon, W. . JOHNSON: T regret that
I did not hear the explanation.

The Minister for Railways: The motion
has been on the Notice Paper for twe or
three months.

[ASSEMBLY |

Hon. W. 1. JOUINSOXN: I oppose the
motion, regarding it as unwise. I sym-
pathise with the policy which has been in
operation for years of consuming within the
State a maximum pereenlage of the pro-
duction of the State; but I am certainly not
prepared to go any further.  Apart from
the first paragraph, | oppose the motion.

MR. LATHAM (York) {5.101: . hope
the House will leave this matter entirely
to the Commissioner of Railways. Re-
cently I had an oppertunity, in company
with two other members of this Chamber,
of observing the fire whieh was lit on a hill
by the locomotive of a train. We were pass-
ing along the road in a car at the time. The
Railway Department always refuse to ad-
mit any liability, but I think we could have
furnished proof on this occasion that the
train had caused the fire.

My, Wilson: What hill was thatT

Mr. LATHAM: One of the hills along
the railway line. 1 believe the fuel used was
Collie coal. If desired, the information
could readily be obtained. I am prepared
to leave this question to the Minister and
the Commissioner, feeling assured that
they will do the right thing. If the House
insists on carrying the motion, I shall have
to move an amendment adding to the first
paragraph the words ‘‘Provided that the
price shall not exceed the amount set out
hy the Royal Commissioner, Dr. Herman,
in his report.”” We cannot instruct the
Commissioner of Railways to purchase his
¢oal at any price. The people of the State
have to pay for the coal. 1 have no de-
sire whatever to send money out of the
State unnecessarily, but why tie the Com-
missioner’s hands by telling him he must
take Collie coal at any price? For a num-
ber of years we have purchased within the
State all the loeal coal that eould possibly
be used with safety. All Governmenis have
done that.

The Minister for Railways: It is agreed
that that bas been done.

Mr, LATHAM: Then why not leave well
alone? To ask for the use of 100 per cent.
of local eosl on our railways is to run a
risk. It might result in the purchase of
a few hundred more tons of Collie coal in
the summer months, but an incidental re-
sult might be to ruin struggling farmers.
I know that no member looks after his elee-
torate better than does the member for
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Collie, but I do hope he will let this matter
stand over until such time as the State can
afford to make a change. At present it ean-
not. 1 certainly desire a proviso to the
eﬂ’_ect that the State shall not pay any ord
price.

The Premier: It might be something to
the effect that priee and quality shall be to
the satisfaction of the Commissioner of
Railways.

Mr. LATHAM: I consider it wrong to
instruet the Commissioner of Railways as
the motion preposes.

Mr. YWansbrough: Tt is a recommendation,
not an instruetion.

Mr. LATHAM: It is more than a recom-
mendation. T know that in some parts of
the Siate imporied coal is nsed during cer-
tain periods of the vear. That is done for
the protection of landholders. e have to
eonsider seriously the price of Collie coal,
and its smtahility during the summer months
for certain portions of the railway system.

The Minister for Railways: Very little
except Collie coal is used.

Mr. LATHAM: There are, of course, cer-
tain sections of the railway system on which
imported coal is nsed. I do not think the
member for Collie desires the House o run
any risk with regard to those sections. The
Commissioner of Railwavs is a highly qnali-
fied officer, and should not be trammelled
by this Chamber. The Government, of
conrse, would not allow him to import a lot
of coal if Collie coal could he used. If the
motion is not withdrawn, I shall ask for
an amendment of the Government Railways
Act making the Government carry the re-
sponsibility involved.

The Minister for Railways: It is already
provided that the Commissioner shall use
the most efficient spark arrester availahle.

Mr. LATHAM: Tf this motion is insisted
upon, I shall fest the feeling of the House
on the point I have indieated.

Mr. Wilson: There was a fire on the Mid-
land railway a few weeks gao. Was that
caused by Collie coal?

Mr. LATHAM: I am glad that two hon.
members and I witnessed what happened
the other day. We were right alongside the
fire.

Mr. Wilson: Where was the fire?

Mr. LATHAM: Between Green Hills and
Quairading. I acknowledge, of course, that
everv fire is not to be blamed on the rail-
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ways. Careless people, throwing mateches on
the side of the road often canse fires.

MR, McDONALD (West Perth) [5.27]:
I am entirely in acecord with the views ex-
pressed by the Leader of the Opposition. In
my opinion, it is highly undesirable for us
to instruct, or even recommend, the Min-
ister for Railways and the Commissioner nn
what is, after all, a technical question and
a matter of administration. While I wish
to sec local products wused, I shall vote
against the motion purely on the ground
that it is outside the provinee of this Chawm-
ber to dirvect or rercommend the Government
railways in a matter of this description.

MR. LAMBERT (Vilgarn - Coolgardie)
[3.281: T do not agrep with the membher for
Wesi "erth {Mr. MeDonald) that this is
purely 8 question for the Commissioner of
Raoilways, After all said and done, it is a
¢question of the general poliey which has
been adopted for some time by this State,
in view of our economic position in the
Federation, to give preference to loeal indus-
try. That policy, I understand, has not been
altered. The Tender Board to-day give a
preference of 10 per ceent. to loeal produets
over the products from elsewhere. In view
of our position within the Federation, it
being absolutely impossible for us to take
any advantage of the fiseal policy pursued
hy  the Commonwealth Government, we
must give some proteetion to the struggling
primary and secondary industries of West-
ern Australia. 1 eannot at the moment
speak of the relative values of the two
fuels utilised on our railways. Possibly,
having regard to the nature of Collie coal,
a considerable improvement could be effected
in its economie utilisation. I cannot say
whether our present locomotives are suit-
ahle for the effective burning of coal similar
to Collie. The Railway Department should
devote some serious attention to that aspeet.
The question of the use of native fuel is
one that sooner or later must be met on the
Castern Goldfields. TIf the present policy
is persevered with, we shall find that an
indusiry up there, employing 1,000 persons
amd using native fuel in the shape of wood,
will cease to exist. That is a verv serious
outlook for the goldfields and for mv con-
stitneney. So I join in the desire of the
member for Collie that Parliament should,
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in a general sense, express the view that,
as far as possible, our native fuel should
be used in YWestern Australia.

The Minister for Railways: That has
Leen the poliey for the past 20 years.

Mr, LAMBERT: The Leader of the Op-
position indicated that he would not agree
to a general motion being carried, while oun
the other hand he wants to bind the Com-
missioner of Railways to u price fixed by an
authority set up a little time ago.

Mr. Latham: One is just as sound as the
other.

Mr. LAMBERT: But it is a totally dif-
ferent thing, The use of our native coal
is a matter of poliey, and so should be laid
down by Pavliameni. On the Bastern Gold-
fields the Kurrawang Company has bauled
over their railway a quantity of firewond
in the aggregate greater than the quantity
of wheat that has been grown in Western
Australia.

Mr. Latham: Are you now advocating
coal for the mines?

Mr. LAMBERT: No, I am only showing
the relative position between the two. Last
vear on the Eastern Goldfields some 260
tons of crude oil weve used, and this year
probably it will run into 5,008 tons, to the
prejudice of our native fuel. So it is time
Parliament took a hand in the matter, 1 do
not know that we can get exact figures from
any of the authorities that have been set up.
I have seen a caustic review of an electrical
undertaking at Yallourn, with which
Dr. Herman, who as Royal Commissioner
inguired into the Collie coal industry, is
associated. As to whether Dr. Herman
is at all eompetent, 1T am not prepared to
say, but T am sure he has little or no know-
ledee of steaming coal. Dr. Herman was
sent to Germany to specialise in oue coal,
lignite, I think they call it. That is nsed
extensively in Germany for power produc-
tion. Dr. Herman was sent there by Gen-
cral Monash, and he brought ouf the bri-
guetting plant,

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 hope the hon. mem-
ber will conneet all this with the motion.

Mr. LAMBERT: 1 have never wavered
in my support of leeal industry, whether
secondary or primarv.  Collie coal consti-
fules a big primary industry, and there are
linked up with it ihe economic production
of power, and its use in viar Jocomotives.
Every nerve must be extended in the effort
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to bring those problems into closer line with
the up-to-date methods obtaining in other
parts of the world, Some time ago T asked
questions as to the effect of lacal authorities
buying foreign oil fuel at the expense of
our local eoal which iz a distinetly
wrong prineiple. T hope that Parliament
without desirning to bind the Commissioner
of Railways technically, will recowmnmend
that, when cost and quality are reasonably
comparable preference shouldl he given to
the loeal product.

Mr. MeDonald :
that.

Mr. LAMBERT: Tt we go that far as a
general direction to the Conunissioner, it
is perhaps as far as we can be asked to go.
So I think at least a portion of the motion
can stand, for it presents an opportunity
for reaffirming our policy of many years
past.

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [537]: I
support the motion, and I compliment the
hon. member on having brought it before
Parliament, Everyone must agree that we
should use our own loeal coal. We are all,
Government and people alike, vut to find
employment for those without work, and
when we are using our lueal product we are
serving to provide employment.

My, Lambert: Prance is doing it to the
extent of Ts. per bushel on wheat,

Mr. J. M. SMITH: A motion like this
shows that we have faith in our own coun-
try. But I take the point that the Commis-
sioner of HRailways, or the Minister for
Railways, should have the right to seleet
the Collie coal they find most suitable for
use on the railways. We have coal that,
possibly, is equal to the imported article.
and therefore we should give support to
our own.

Fveryone agrees with

MR, RAPHAEL (Victoria Park) [5.38]:
T also congratulate the hon. member on
having brought down this motion. In nor-
mal times, perhaps, it wounld not be neees-
sary to bring pressure on the Government
to support local eoal. The Minister for Em-
ployment has shown us to-day that, lhrough
his encrgetic attitude in advoeating the use
of local products, employment huas been
found for 2,000 persons who previously
were out of work. If the people of the
State will support loeal produets, not only
will our own unemployed be absorbed, but
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it will be necessary to bring others into
the State to carry ount the work that will
be required. The Government might well
show their sincerity by agreeing to this
motion, for they, too, shonld give preference
to local products.

The Minister for Railways: Do not we
always do that? One would think the Gov-
ernment never did it.

Mr., RAPHAEL: To a gertain extent
perhaps they do, and in upholding this
motion we are giving the Government a
further oppertunity to support local in-
dustries with the backing of the House.

Mr. Latham: The Government are well
aware of the position,

Mr. RAPHAEL: I do not think it will
do any harm if the Government know that
Parliament stands behind them in the use
of 100 per cent. of Collie coal on the rail-
ways. ‘The people will then accept with
greater confidence the poliey the Govern-
ment have suggested to them in the use
of local products. Unlike the gold mining
industry, Collie coal has iu this House but
one supporter who can put the claims of
the industry before the Chamber. So it is
up to the House to stand behind him in
his effort to see that 100 per cent. of Collie
coal is used on the railways. From time
to time in the past it has been suggested
that if any diffieulty occurs at Collie the
Railway Depnrtment will bring coal from
the Eastern States. The Commissioner of
Railways has always been ready with that
threat, but has not always Lcen supported
by the Minister. It is up to the Govern-
ment to support Collie conl, and L hope the
motion will be carried.

MR, FERGUSON (Irwin-Moore} [543]:
It would be wrong for the House to carry
a motion instructing the Government and
the Commissioner of Railways that 100 per
cent. of native coal is to be used on the
railways. Notwithstanding the oft-repeated
assertion of the member for Collie, we know
that Collie coal is more liable to spark
than is the Neweastle produet, There 15 in
the agricultural arcas any amount of evi-
dence to prove that more fires are started
when Collie coal is used on the railways
than when XNewcastle coal is used. So it
would be wrong for the House even fo sug-
gest to the Commissioner of Railways that
local coal should be used in the agricultural
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districts, particnlarly  during the harvest
period, or indeed during the summer months
at all. For many years the Midland Rail-
way Company refused to use native eoal,
particularly in the sumwmer months.

The Minister for Employment: They are
not using it now.

Mr. FERGUSON: Yes, they are,

AMr. Wilson: They are not using any
Collie coal to-day.

Mr. FERGUSON: The point I should
like to make is that the less they use, the
fewer fires they set alight on the line where
the erops, the feed and the grass are more
Hable on aceount of the prolifie growth
to hecome alight than in any other parts
of the State. With a desire to assist the
member for Collie in seeing that West-
ern Australin uses local products, I suggest
that he should slter his motion so that it
might appeal to those members of Parlia-
ment who represent districts where for
many months of the year there is a grave
risk of fires when the stubble, the grass and
the crops are in an inflammable condition.
We do not want to take an unnecessary
visk and possibly bring ruin to many far-
mers. As ii stands, T hope the motion will
be defeated. TUnless it is amended, 1 shall
not support it.

The Minister for Railways: Put in the
words “wherever practicable.”

Mr. FERGUSON: We should cut ont the
words “100 per cent.”

The Minister for Employment: We could
make it read “100 per cent. wherever prac-
ticable”

Mr. FERGUSON: Wherever it is pos-
sible to use 100 per cent. Collie coal, I want
to see it used; even if it is not as econ-
omical as imported coal I will still say
that the loeal article should have that meas-
ure of preference that the Minister for Em-
poyment gives to those products he has
done s0 much fo foster during recent
months. The Tender Board gives 10 per
cent. preference,

The Minister for Railways: And some.-
times more.

Mr. FERGLUSON: At least to that ex-
ient Collie coal should have preference, but
it should not be utilised in those distriets
where it constitutes a menace to the coun-
try side. I hope the member for Collie will
re-draft his motion, so that ©v will appeal
to members,
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MR. WILSON (Collie—in reply) [6.50]:
I do not know whether T am permitted to
adopt the suggestion that has just been

made. Some members opposite have taken
exception to the first paragraph of my
motion.

Mr. Fergnson: That is the crux of it.

Mr. WILSON: No. 2 is as much the erux
of the wotion as is No. 1, that is so far as
it concerns me. 1 am willing to allow the
words “wherever practicable” io be put in,
and I would be prepared to amend the
motion. Could I move the amendment?

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is re-
plying, and be cannot move fo amend his
own motion.

Mr. WILSON: Then can somebody else
move it before I reply?

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member iz
either replying or he is not replying.

Mr. WILSON: 1 want to meet members
opposite in respect of the suggestion that
has been made, and if I am permitted I
shall add the words “wherever practicable.”

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member had
better allow someone else to move the
amendment, and he can veply later.

THE MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT
(Hon. J. J. Kenneallr—East Perth) {5.52]:
Before the member for Collie rephies to the
debate, I move an amendment—

That after ‘‘that’’, in line 1, the words
““wherever practicable’’ be inserted,

The opening sentence will then read, “That
this House recommends that wherever prae-
ticable 100 per cent. of native coal be used,
ete.” If it were a question of the Govern-
ment not doing practically what is provided
for in the motion, I would have spoken
earlier. It is the policy of the Government
to see that wherever possible loeal produects
are used.

Mr. Ferguson: And it has been the poliey
of every other Government,

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT:
Yes, they have given evidence of it. It
is desired to see that the products of the
State are used to the utmost possible ex-
tent. We have to realise that wherever
practicable this should be done. Early in
the history of Collie eoal there used to be
numerous stoppages in the industry, Ulti-
mately at the instigation of the dispules
committee of the AJLP., a conference was
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convened of the representatives of the
miners, the locomotive enginedrivers, and
the A.L.P., and the question was discussed
of getting all the bodies behind the proposi-
tion to use as much as possible of the native
fuel. An understanding was arrived at that
in the first place the miners would see that
the Government got the best possible ecoal
there was in Collie, and that if the com-
bined parties advocated that 100 per cent.
of the native coal should be used wherever
possible, and worked to bring that about,
the miners would undertake that before any
stoppage took place in the industry which
would throw one branch of the conferring
parties out of work, they would consult
with the other bodies and give those bodies
the opportunity of functioning in the in-
terests of industrial peace. So an agree-
ment was arrived at, and instead of stop-
pages in the industry taking place, we have
had a great number of years in which griev-
ances have been =ettled without any disloca-
tion of the iodustry. As a result of the

agreenient, we waited on the Commis-
sioner and prevailed upon him to et

rid of the large amount of Neweastle coal
that the department was in the habit of
earrying “at grass” This eoal had to be
turned over every few years, and having
bo turn it over meant that to that extent
we could not burn the native fuel. The
Commiszsioner agreed that if Collic voal was
maode available continuously he would get
vid of the coal “at grass” Thai condition
remained until such time as the compaet
with Tegard to coutinuity of supply was
broken. Then the Commmissioner found it
necessary to get in a supply of Newcastle
coal, a supply for contingencies such as we
thought we had got away from. 1t must
be realised that the carrying of the motion
will mean that those who are respousibile
for the production of the c¢oal and who de-
sire to see that their own people are kept
at work will take the necessary precautions
to avert unemployment. The ¢oal is the life-
blood of the railways and, as is known,
10,000 men and women are dependent upen
the railway system alone. Then if the rail-
way system is stopped, that figure becomes
greafer by reason of the dependence on the
industry of so many people in other occu-
pations. Consequently steps must he taken
to see that suflicient local fuel is used to
enable that railway lifeblood to be kept cir-



[19 Drcexues, 10337

culating.  Thus I can easily subscribe to the
motion, with the addition of the words in
my dinendment, “wherever practicable,” in
the hopw ihat we shall be able at all times
to burn as nearly as possible 100 per cent.
of the native voal, T am speaking as one
who took initial steps to advocate the using
of 100 per cent. of Collie coal on our rail-
WaNE,

Hon. X, Keenan: If the amendment be
agrecd to, will members still be able to de-
hate paragraphs 3, 4, 5 and 6 of the motion?

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes.

Amendment put and passed.

MR. DONEY (\Williams-Narrogin) [6.1]:
Before the motion is fully aceeptable to
members generally, T consider it desirable
that a further amendment he incorporated.
1 move an amendment—

That after ‘‘practieable’’ the words ‘‘and
having due regard for the protection of the

eountry distriets against the risk of fire'’ he
inserted.

There is no necessity fo amplify the amend-

ment, because the meaning is perfectly clear

in the words themselves. I move the amend-
ment =0 that there will he no doubt in future
az to what was in the minds of members.
AMr. Raphael: Tt will he a great advertise-
ment for Collie coal if this is broadeasted.
Mr. DONEY: T do not know what that
has (o do with it. Anyone who knows any-
thing at all ahout the question, will readily
understand the reazon for my amendment.

MR. WILSON (Colile—on amendment)
[6.2}: 1 cannnt accept the amendment.

The Minister for Fmployment: The word
“praeticable” cevers that position too.

Mr, WILSON: To accept the amendment
would bhe tantamount to an insult to the
Commissioner of Railways and would imply
that he did not know whether it was prac-
tieable to use Collie coal. The member for
Williams-Narrogin (Mr. Doney} wishes to
provide an advertisement regarding out-
hreaks of fire caused hy Collie coal and to
make it known to the world. TReference to
the report of the Railway Depariment for
the year ended 30th June last, shows that
in 1024, 5.637 tons of impmied conl were
psed, and in 1930, 7,822 tons, whereas in
10:41, only +.524 tons were imported. Then
in 1932, when the previous Government were
in power. the importations of Newcastle coal
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for consumption on the railways jumped to
27,158 tons. I am often led to believe that
Lthe ontbreaks of fires in the c¢rops of farmers
have a direct relation to the prices some peo-
ple get for their wheat. When high prices
are offered, very few fires occur as the re-
sult of the use of Collic coal. I have been
in oiher countries of the world, and I know
that all coals set fire to grass and crops at
certain times.  Neweastle coal has set as
many fires alight in the Fastern States, as
Collie conl has in Western Australia. Mem-
bers should inspeet the country in New South
Wales from Newcastle to the Maitland dis-
triet, and if thev did so, thev would note
that there is not a hlade of grass within 100
vards of the railways. It has all heen burnt
as a resuli of the use of Newcastle coal.
Very few fires ave ever zeen on the hills
from Brunswick Junetion to Cellie. In fact,
that eountry is hardly touched by a fire. It
is only on some of those unknown and un-
trequented hills that fires ocenr, suech as the
one veferred to hy the Leader of the Oppo-
sifion.

Mr. Latham: You ask the Minister for
Agriculture about that.

Mr, WILSON: Those firezs do noi receive
much publicity in the Press. As for fires
in the Midland Company’s area, Collie coal
is not burnt on the Midland railway during
the summer months. I will bet the member
for Irwin-Moore a new hat on that.

Mr, Ferguson: That is an indieation that
they will not take the risk.

Mr. WILSOXN: The Midland Company
have Ieen very well served with their hig
hlock of land close to the sea-hoard.

My, SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Collic must confine himself to ihe amend-
ment before the Chair.

Mr. WILSON: 1 will not aceept the
amendment, because it is an insult to the
Commissioner and suggests that he does not
know what the word “practicable” means.
1t also serves to advertise the fire-cavsing
propensities of Collie ecal. In fact, I re-
gard it as an insolt for any member of this
House to mave such an amendment. ’

Un motion by the Minister for Works, de-
bate adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.7 p.m.
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